[Proliferation and cytotoxicity of thymus lymphocytes in vitro].
Proliferative and cytollytical activity of lymphocytes was compared in lymphocyte alloimmunization of the spleen and intact thymus. The count of live cells and DNA-synthesizing cells in the thymocyte monoculture was 10--15-fold, and in mixed thymus cell culture--about 5-fold lower than the corresponding amounts of spleen cells. The index of immune thymocyte stimulation was several times greater than that of the immune cells of the spleen. The cytotoxicity peak was observed on the 4th--5th day of stimulation when the cytolytic activity of the immune thymocytes approached the action of the immune cells of the spleen. Low DNA synthesis and a marked cytotoxic activity of immune thymocytes signified that stimulation of the thymus cells in vitro permitted to obtain cell population with a high content of cytolytic T-lymphocytes.